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by an agent of the Union, he was at pains to establish
relations with the Press, whose power he folly recog-
nised, to get in touch with members of parliament, and
systematically to influence public opinion.

It was he who induced the Union to demand that
industry should be represented in the Chamber.
His energy in strengthening the Union, his labours
in overcoming opposition, in extending its opera-
tions, in creating an impression of the importance
of such a factor as industry, were aimed far less at
increased profits than at the establishment of industry
as an element of power in the State. He early recog-
nised the forces that were stirring in the political
organism, and he was a strong advocate of a moderate
social policy, because he felt the rising wave of Social-
ism, with its accompanying threat of class war, to be a
force that might destroy the State; he who was later
to be called the " capitalists' slave " and " Stinnes'
young man," pressed for the removal of social anom-
alies, always, of course, from a concern for the
stability of the State. The first German Chancellor
of the great coalition, when elected to the City
Council, voted for the admission of Socialist members
to the committees, and aroused so much indignation
thereby as to evoke an outburst of fury from a Con-
servative journalist who wrote that Stresemann had
given his King the same hand with which he had voted
for the admission of Social Democratic Councillors.
The bridge that he built between commerce and politics
brought Stresemann into politics himself. He first
joined the National Socialist Party founded by Fried-
rich Naumaon, Hellmuth von Gerlach, Paul Gohre and
others, but resigned when it subscribed to the prin-